CHAPTER II
FROM CHARLEMAGNE TO ABELARD
i. Prologue: St. Boniface
IT is not merely English pride which causes the story of the
approach to the twelfth-century renaissance to begin with
one so distant from it both in time and in spirit as the English
St. Boniface, the greatest figure of the eighth century. For
he more than anyone was responsible for the alliance between
the Franks and the Papacy, which made it possible for Charle-
magne to set European history in motion down a new path
on Christmas Day 800. Boniface himself never knew Charle-
magne, for in 752 he crowned a glorious life of great-hearted
obedience by the martyr's death he had always coveted. In
the text books the tide "The Apostle to the Germans" has
become firmly fastened to his name. But it was an adminis-
trative rather than a missionary apostolate which really placed
him among the small band of the heroes who have caused
history to take place. He was the devotee of uniformity and
centralization-in an age when the Church lay in great danger
of becoming chronically fissiparous; and how real die danger
was can be seen in the fact that he, an authoritarian to his
finger-tips, should think it bodi necessary and reasonable
formally to bind himself to be a loyal son of the Pope, and to
follow the Roman practices of worship. Thereupon, in 722,
he was consecrated Bishop of Thuringia and Hesse, and began
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